XXXII. 


SUBLIME PRINCE OF THE ROYAL 
SECRET. 


[Master of Royal Secret.] 


THE Occult Science of the Ancient Magi was concealed under 
the shadows of the Ancient Mysteries: it was imperfectly revealed 
or rather disfigured by the Gnostics: it is guessed at under the 
obscurities that cover the pretended crimes of the Templars; and 

it is found enveloped in enigmas that seem impenetrable, in the 
Rites of the Highest Masonry. 

Magism was the Science of Abraham and Orpheus, of Confu- 
cius and Zoroaster. It was the dogmas of this Science that were 
engraven on the tables of stone by Hanoch and Trismegistus. 
Moses purified and re-veiled them, for that is the meaning of the 
word reveal. He covered them with a new veil, when he made of 
the Holy Kabalah the exclusive heritage of the people of Israel, 
and the inviolable Secret of its priests. The Mysteries of Thebes 
and Eleusis preserved among the nations some symbols of it, al- 
ready altered, and the mysterious key whereof was lost among the 
instruments of an ever-growing superstition. Jerusalem, the mur- 
deress of her prophets, and so often prostituted to the false gods 
of the Syrians and Babylonians, had at length in its turn lost the 
Holy Word, when a Prophet announced to the Magi by the con- 
secrated Star of Initiation, came to rend asunder the worn veil of 
the old Temple, in order to give the Church a new tissue of legends 
and symbols, that still and ever conceals from the Profane, and 
ever preserves to the Elect the same truths. 


Reproduced from pages 839 and 840 of ‘Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry’ (1905). By Albert Pike. 


